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"Lacking in confidence and not 
quite sure what they were supposed to 
be doing, the students sat in factory 
cafetarias and suffered the curious 
gaze:; of hundreds of workers, visited 
schools and hospitals, and questioned 
people in the streets to gain material 
they lacked the expertise to use to 
fidl advantage. " 

"Wairoa offered the aspiring 
students cream sponges and small town 
gossip. However, education, the pur
pose of th.e Wairoa trip was not lost 
sight of But the perspective did alter 
slightly to include a spontaneous crash
course in human relations as 31 
students were exposed to the arduous 
aspects of communal living. And I don't 
mean lumpy mattresses!" 

"The topic of education was, admit
tedly, interesting - but only for the 
first day or so. Because I digested so 
much about the subject, I still avoid 
reading reports of changes, hopes and 
pitfalls in the System. " 
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July 1974 EDUCATION TRIP REVIEW 

Thirty-one budding journalists were whisked away on a mystery trip to Hawkes 
Bay within two months of beginning classes at Wellington Polytechnic. The stud
ents were bundled into waiting cars and a one-size-too-small minibus amid cries of 

"But what are we actually going for? " 
"When are we coming home? " 

Although intrepid jo urnalistic types, we all were a bit apprehensive about the 
outcome of the journey. After we had travelled past the point of no return 
there were faint murmurs of, "Don't want to." 

For although we knew the names of our classmates, we knew little about their 
attitudes towards tutors and other class members. All this we discovered in a short 
period of time - perhaps too short a time. 

We were told repeatedly, " Enjoy yourselves!" - a confusing order to a group 
of students hundreds of miles from home, sent out on a vague study programme 
with a bunch of people we didn't know. 

On the trip we had a colossal amount of spare time. Many of our planned visits 
required no note-taking and unfortunately.this also meant no attention. Too much 
leisure time, and poor communication caused a lack of interest in the whole 
venture. 

B. T. 

Magazine course 
students 
who took part 
in the 
Hawkes Bay 
excursion~ 
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Breath Of lite 
An average NZ rural township -

Waipukurau is self-sufficient to a 
large degree with its schools, hos
pitals, and other public amenities. 

But unless there is a dramatic pop
ulation increase, Waipukurau will soon 
lose these facilities, according to 
Mr F A Howse, engineer of the Electric 
and Power Board. 

He said the Power Board needs a 
greater numb~r of consumers to funct 
ion economically. Waipukurau's pres
ent domestic farming community does 
not use enough power to give the bal
:rnccd electrica l supply. 

"Provid111g sections arc made avail
able for the houses , and the manufact
urers want to build the factories" he 
stated "there is definite room with.in 
Waipuk urau for industrial expansion". 

One industry definitely considering 
expansion is Soma Textiles Ltd, man
ufacturers for Hane's clothing. The 
designing and cutting of the material 
is now done in Hastings, but Soma 
Textiles plan to extend their premises 
to accomodate fi fty cutters and 
sewers. 

This future industry will hope 
fully attract an influx of workers, 
which will in turn create a demand 
for further building and development 
opportunities. Waipukurau may even 
be revived befo re it is too late! 

Takitimu Marae will linger long in the memories of the Magazine students 
who stayed there while at Wairoa in March . 

The friendliness and hospitality displayed to them put all in good spirits, 
mak ing everyone reluctant to leave when the time came. 

Weight went up rapidly for most, due to the good food provided by the 
staff. Nobody had a hope of starving or being unhappy. The townsfolk 
also made the group so welcome that parting was a sad affair and there are 
promises of a return visit in the near future . 

"School Boards are hopeless. They spend their time deciding which brand of 
toilet paper to buy ." 
Businessman. 

The Maori population in the 
Hawkes Bay and Gisborne 
area is second only in size 
to the great concentration 
of Maoris in South Auckland. 

In Wairoa the Maori people 
have asserted by their dress, 
behaviour and attitudes that 
they are not going to become 
"Brown Europeans"! 

They are proud of their 
ancestry and heritage. 

Typical of the reception to Wellington Polytechnic students in Hawkes Bay is 
the attention given to an enquiry by Maxine Bell. Maxine was at a Wairoa stock 
sale on assignment for the Wairoa Star. Everywhere the students went they were 
greeted with courtesy and at the stock sale the farmers went out of their way to 
assist the visitors. 

"A European learns through his 
eyes, a Maori learns through his ears, 
and each relate to meaning." 

Father Austin. 
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A study group in action at the 
Wairoa seminar. 

Senior students at Woodford House 
support the present private school sys
tem. 

The students feel the prefect system 
is necessary in a boarding school for 
maintaining discipline. 

They disapprove of co-educational 
schools because they feel boys in clas
ses would be a distraction. The girls 
strongly favoured more social activ
ities with boys' schools. 

The girls believe the smaller classes 
in private schools give students more 
individual attention and the atmosphere 
created is conducive to work . 

Wood ford prefects were unhappy 
about the image of private schools in 
the community. They thought the pub
lic expected private school girls to act 
snobblishly superior and therefore they 
often behaved that way as a reaction .. 

The original Taiahoa meeting house 
at Wa+,oa, although now replaced, re
mains as a symbol of a bygone age. 
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,CIAl B MS N RIZON 
Under-representation of the Maori people in the sixth form, at the 

universities and in the skilled and professional occupations suggests 
serious future racial problems. 

Unable to cope with the Pakeha way of life the young Maori has 
become bored and hostile as recent events in Wairoa have shown. He 
neither speaks nor understands his own language. Most of the pupils 
in Maori language classes are European. 

Maori education is rapidly becoming a dirty word. Most people 
admit it does present a series of problems. The most obvious is the 
greater effort needed from Maori children to adjust themselves to 
European schooling. 

This problem has been accentuated by the movement of the Maori 
from his traditional centre of learning, the Marae, into the city seek
ing better job opportunities. Ten percent of the Maori population 
were living in urban areas in 19 3 6. By 1971 the comparative figure 
was 59 percent. 

His Marae, once his source of discipline and learning, is now a glo
rified community hall/hostel/housie centre. It is no wonder that he 
appears to have lost his identity and self-respect. Said a Maori youth 
in Wairoa recently,"the Pakeha won't respect us unless we respect 
ourselves." 
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